











Program Licensing Information

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

Qur classrooms are licensed as child care centers with the Pennsyivania Department
of Human Services. We follow all regulations pertaining to the operation of child care

centers.

A regional representative conducts annual inspections to monitor compliance with
these reguiations. Once compliance is satisfied, a certificate of compliance is award-
ed. This is displayed in each of our classrooms.

Copies of the regulations can be found in each of our classrooms, as well as online at
https://iwww.dhs.pa.gov/providers/Child-Care/Pages/Child-Care-Reqgulations.aspx

OFFICE OF CHILD DEVELOI_.EM‘EN T AND EARLY LEARNING
The Ofﬁce of Child Development and Eatly Learning (OCDEL) is a combined effort be-

tween the Pennsylvania Department of Education and the Pennsylvania Departiment of
Human Services that focuses on creating high quality early education programs.

KEYSTONE STARS

Keystone Stars is an initiative through OCDEL to improve the quality in early education
programs. The STARS program supports early learning programs in the commitment
to provide continuous quality improvement. Programs are rated with a 1 to 4 STAR
rating. All certified child care providers are required to participate in Keystone STARS.

NATIONAL ASSO'_CIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN
(NAEYC)

NAEYC is a professional membership organization that works to promote high-quality
early iearmning. Centers can become accredited through NAEYC by demonstrating suc-
cessful completion of NAEYC’s 10 accreditation standards. More information can be
found online at; https:/Awww.naeyc.org/accreditation/early-learning/interested
(Meadville Cooperative Preschool)







Pre-K Counts Locations and Contact Information

Linesville/Conneaut Area:

Alice Schafer Pre-K Counts
Alice Schafer Annex

220 W. School Drive
Linesville, PA 16424
814-683-4231

Conneaut-1 Pre-K Counts
Conneaut Lake Elementary School
630 Line Street

Conneaut Lake, PA 16316
814-382-4501

Conneaut-2 Pre-K Counts
Conneaut Valley Elementary Schoot
2361 St Hwy. 18

Conneautville, PA 16406
814-587-2151

Cambridge Springs Area:

Cambridge Springs Pre-K Counts
Cambridge Springs High School
130 Steele St.

Cambridge Springs, PA 16403
CS-1: 814-398-2044

CS-2: 814-398-2315

Cochranton Area:

Cochranton Pre-K Counts
Cochranton Elementary School

224 S. Franklin St.

Cochranton PA 16314

Phone: (school office) 814-425-2105

Meadyville Area:

Meadville Cooperative Preschool
400 N. Main Street

Meadville PA 16335
B814-724-5043

Saegertown Area:

Saegertown Pre-K Counts
Saegertown Elementary Scheol
18741 St. Hwy. 198
Saegertown, PA 16433
814-763-6511

Titusville Area:

Titusvilie Pre-K Counts
ECLC

330 E. Spruce St.
Titusville, PA 16354
TV-1:

TV-2: 814-827-0548

Townville Area:

Maplewood Pre-K Counts
Maplewood Elementary School
32695 St. Hwy. 408

Townville, PA 16360

MW-1: 814-967-4672

MW-2:

FCCA Pre-K Counts Administration Office:

378 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335
Phone: 814-337-4279
Fax: 814-337-8939

Contacts:

Pre-K Counts Director: Kelly Cochran

Families Services Manager: Tiffany Conley

Health/Disabilities Manager: Julie Knauff

Training & Technical Assistance Manager: Chantelle Norweod









What is a Typical Pre-K Counts Day?

The daily routine helps the child by:

*

*
*
*

Providing a schedule of what happens in the classroom day.

Giving the child a regular plan for the day.

Focusing on the child’s need for active involvement and decision-making.

Giving the child a way to be responsible for making and choosing their own learning
activities.

A sample daily schedule is:

*
*

* > > >

Children arrive.

Morning Meeting: children gather in a large group to develop a sense of commu-
nity and view the day and plan.

Brushing teeth: self-help skills are taught.

Active Circle: Children and Teachers will use the principle of | Am Moving, | Am
Learning. This program was started to address childhood obesity in children. It
seeks to increase daily physical activity and promote healthy food choices.
Planning time: with help from Teachers, children make plans for the day.

Work time: children are actively involved in educational activities of their choice;
such as, painting a picture, building with blocks, playing in the dramatic play
area, or doing a project with another child that helps to develop educational and so-
cial/lemotional skills.

Clean up time: children put things away.

Recall time: children review the plans they made and what they have done.

Story Time: Children and Teachers actively engage in a small group picture book
reading.

Small group time: The Teacher leads the children in developmentally appropriate
educational activities based on the PA Early Learning Standards.

Outside time: refer to Outdoor Play Policy

Relaxation time: a time to calm down and learn self-control skills.

Breakfast, Lunch and Snack: good health and nutrition skills are taught.
Dismissal.

Please send your child in play clothes as well as maintain an extra set of clothes at the
center.

Some children find it hard to leave home to go to school for the first time. Please talk
to your child's Teacher if this happens. We will provide you with strategies to support
regular attendance.

Our classrooms use the HighScope curriculum. HighScope is a research-based, ac-
tively-learning curriculum that is based on the child's interests. To learn more about
HighScope, visit their website https://highscope.org/our-practice/curriculum/

No child will be left alone or unsupervised while participating in a Pre-K Counts
activity.



Teacher Conferences

+ Your child’s Teacher will meet with you at least four (4) times a year.

+ The Initial Center Conference will be scheduled to take place before your chiid
attends. This is the time for parents and the Teacher to introduce themselves to
each other. The Teacher will answer any questions you may have about Pre-K
Counts.

+ The Second Center Conference will take place in the fall at the center. You will
help to establish goals for your child. This is a time to share information about your
child as well as a time to ask questions about his growth and development. This is
a good time to ask any other questions you may have about Pre-K Counts’ ser-
vices.

+ The Third Center Conference will take place in February. You will be asked to
schedule a time to meet with your child's Teacher at the center to review his pro-
gress and to develop new goals for us to work on together, at home and at school.
This is the time when we begin to think about transitioning to kindergarten. If your
child is going to public school next year, the Teacher will begin to talk with you
about the kindergarten registration process.

+ The Final Center Conference will occur in May/June. Your child’s Teacher will up-
date you on your child’s progress and to discuss activities you can do during the
summer months to help support your child’s developing skills. You will develop
summer goals. The Teacher will have a Summer Activity Packet at this visit. She
will also answer any questions you may have about transitioning into the public
school.

+ Additional Center Conferences may be scheduled as needed.

What is a screening?

+ A screening is a brief check to find children who may need more testing to see if
they have any special needs. The ASQ-3 screening assesses five areas: adap-
tive, personal social, communication, motor and cognitive. This information is add-
ed according to what the staff sees and the parent reports. The results are dis-
cussed with the parents. If more testing is needed, you will be asked to sign a per-
mission form so the Intermediate Unit can evaluate your child. If appropriate, non-
custodial parents will be informed that their child has been referred for an evalua-
tion.

What is an assessment?

+ All year the Teacher will assess your child's developmental abilities using the
GOLD observational assessment. The Teacher will watch how your child plays,
builds, explores, pretends, draws, moves to music, solves problems, makes friends
and more. The Teacher uses this to plan individual and small group learning activi-
ties that meet your child’s needs.

+ The Teacher will share the assessment results with you. She/he will help you plan
learning activities to do at home that help your child.







+

What do | need to know Related to Health?

Physical Exam and Dental Exam: All children must have on file current Physical
and Dental Exams that document your child is up-to-date on a schedule of age-
appropriate preventive and primary health care.

Immunizations: State Law requires a copy of your child’s immunization within 60
days of attendance. According to the ACIP (American Committee on Immunization
Practices), all Pennsylvania children must have:

4 DTaP

3 Polio (IPV)

3 Hepatitis B

2 Hepatitis A

1 Varivax (chicken pox)

1 MMR (measles, mumps, rubella)

3 HIB

4 Pneumoccoccal

Influeneza Vaccine

If your child’s immunizations are not up-to-date, we will develop an "action plan” with
timelines to obtain all required immunizations in preparing your child for kindergar-
ten. EXCEPTION: a signed waiver exempting your child from receiving immuniza-
tions on religious grounds or a physician verifying medical reason of a temporary or
permanent nature explaining why the child is not to be vaccinated.

L4

Hearing/Vision Screenings: Each child will receive a vision and hearing screen-
ing. You will be asked to sign a written consent before these screenings are done.
You may be present when the screenings are done and will be given the results.

Heights/Weights: Each child will be weighed and measured at least two times a
year.

Follow-Up Treatment: If your child needs dental treatment, glasses or medical
treatment, you will need to let us know when it's complete or if you need help ob-
taining services or adaptations.

Additional Health Information: If you would like more information about health,
nutrition, illnesses or any specific condition, check with your Teacher or Health and
Disabilities Manager at 814-337-4279.

Administering Medicine in the Center: Medication will only be given if there is no
other way to safely adjust the dosage to fit the hours when the child is at home.
Before giving any medication for the first time, call or meet with the Health and Dis-
abilities Manager for any additional information.

Any NEW prescribed medications must be administered at home and the child
observed for 24 hours (at home) prior to administering at the center.
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Is There Anything Else | Need to Know?

lliness

Please do not send your child to school when he or she is sick (fever 100.4°+, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, listless, etc.). If your child comes to school and is unable to participate in
daily routine activities, a staff member will ask you to pick up your child. A doctor’s
certificate/note will be required to return to school if your child has any of the follow-

ing:

» Strep throat ¢ Pin worms » Measles + Scabies

» Shigella » Hepatitis A « Bacterial pink eye e Rubella

¢ Chicken Pox s Mumps » Impetigo + Whooping cough
s MRS during an outbreak ¢« COVID-19 o Influenza A & B

¢ Following any surgery/procedure needing accommodations (if any accommodations
are needed, arrangements must be made prior to your child returning to school).

Head Lice

If we find lice during a check at Pre-K Counts, we will call to have you come pick up
your child. If we are unable to reach you or the emergency medical back up, your child
will remain at the center engaged in activities that limit head-to-head contact. Once
your child has been treated with a lice shampoo and the nits have been removed, your
child may return to school. Your child will need to be retreated in 5 - 7 days to kill any
maturing nits.

Tobacco-Free Environment

Because smoking is a health hazard, it is prohibited inside the center. Please consult
your school district’s guidelines on smoking.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can | volunteer in the classroom?
Please contact your center's Teacher to complete volunteer requirements.

Do | have to pay for Pre-K Counts?
The Pre-K Counts program is provided at no cost to the parent for those families who

qualify.

How can | support my child’s education and ensure he/she is ready for kinder-
garten?

It is essential for parents to recognize they are their child’s first and most important
teacher. You can support what we do in the classroom by sending your child to school
every day, communicating with teaching staff and practicing skills at home. We believe
by taking these three simple steps you will be amazed at the progress your child
makes by the end of the year.
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Our Approach to Behavior Management

The FCCA program follows the OCDEL initiative of Inclusion/Reduction of Suspension/
Expulsion throughout or program.

We believe that behavior management should be a learning process with the overall
objective helping the children grow toward greater self-control while maintaining a safe
environment for all. The FCCA program maintains a pro-active, strength-based
approach to behavior management. The teachers will use the Conscious Discipline
Social Emotional Curriculum as well as some of the following techniques.

¢

Positive Reinforcement. Teachers will acknowledge and reinforce the positive
behaviors they see the child demonstrate. They will avoid giving attention to be-
haviors they do not want the child to engage in.
Physical Proximity: Teachers will position themselves in close proximity to chil-
dren who are having a difficult time managing their behaviors. Often times the
mere presence of the teacher will provide enough support for children that the
unwanted behaviors will decrease.
Verbal and Visual Prompts: Teachers will give children verbal prompts and vis-
ual reminders when necessary. They remind children verbal of the classroom
rules and will ask children questions to help them solve the problem they are
experiencing.
Redirection: When a child is unable to control his or her behavior in a situation
even with the interventions before, the teachers may redirect the child to another
activity in the classroom. The child will be allowed to return to the activity when
they are ready.
Take a break: Teachers may suggest that a child take a break from the  activi-
ty that is creating a problem. They will take the child to a quiet area for a short
period of time to take some deep breaths and calm their bodies before rejoining
the group.
Social Development Plan: When children are exhibiting behavior difficulties
that are outside the realm of typical behaviors for their age group, parents will be
asked to meet with teachers to develop a plan that will focus on helping their
child develop the skills needed to control his or her behavior. This can happen in
several different ways.
« A referral may be made to the Intermediate Unit to distinguish if there is a
developmental need
« A referral may be made to a Mental Health agency for a mental health evalua-
tion.

The teacher and parents will come up with strategies and goals to achieve what is best
for their family and child in the classroom. The teachers will work with community agen-
cies and parents to help make a successful classroom experience for their child.
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To all parents:

My name is Julie Knauff and I am the Health/Nutrition and Disabilities Manager for
the FCCA Pre K Counts Program. I wanted to take this time to give you the following
information regarding the Special Education Law known as IDEA 2004. Please take
time to read these basic rights for children with disabilities. I can be contacted at 814-
337-4279 ext. 104 if you have any questions.

IDEA 2004 Guarantees four basic rights to children with disabilities
(Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)

Free Appropriate Education Children with disabilities are entitled to a public educa-
tion appropriate to their needs, at no cost to their families.

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)
If possible, children with disabilities must be educated with students who do not
have disabilities and should attend the school that is closest to home.

Supplementary Aids and Services
Children with disabilities must be provided with support services that assist them in
benefiting educationally from their instructional program.

Assessment
An assessment must be completed to determine the child’s needs. This may be done

only with the parent’s informed written consent.

In order to assure that these rights are received, IDEA also includes the following

protections:

Individualized Education Program (IEP)
The IEP must be written at least annually for all children with disabilities. The IEP
team consists of those who have assessed the child, school support personnel, a
school administrator, general and special education teachers and the child’s parents
or legal guardian.

Due Process:
Due process rights ensure that no changes can be made in a child’s program without
prior notice to the parents. Further, due process provides a mechanism for the resolu-

tion of disagreements

JAK 2022-2(23
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Child’s Name Center

FCCA PRE-K COUNTS
Outdoor Play Policy

Children shall play outdoors daily when weather and air quality permit; however, some precautions
must be taken due to air quality, cold and sun exposure.
Children must go outside when:

The forecast temperature/wind chill are above 25 degrees and

The forecast temperature/heat index is less than 90 degrees

There is no significant precipitation falling and

There is no current air quality alert

Children shall be dressed appropriately for the weather, including wearing appropriate seasonal
clothing, and footwear, so they can participate fully, move freely, and play safely.

Clothing appropriate for the current weather,
+ Snow: heavy coat, waterprooffiwarm boots, hat, mittens, and snow pants
* Rain: raincoat and waterproof boots
« Different temperatures during the day: layers of clothing

Footwear should provide suppeort for running and climbing.
Examples of appropriate footwear:
Sneakers
Gym shoes
Other shoes with rubber soles that enclose the feet and will not come off easily

Examples of inappropriate clothing and footwear include:
Flip flops or sandals with no back straps
Clogs or Crocs with no back straps

Teachers will ensure children are well hydrated and drinking water will be available to them during
activity.

During Initial Center Conferences, the teachers will go over the Outdoor Play Policy with parents,
and make sure they understand and sign it.

Parent Signature Date

JK March 2022

24









